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That Mr. Baldwin felt subconsciously that there was truth in this criticism was shown by a curious remark. " It is the supreme duty/' he said, "of a political leader to tell the country the truth because truth is greater than tactics/' He at least appreciated the need for honest leadership. However, if anyone obscured the truth in 1930 and indulged in high tactics it was Mr. Baldwin. His non-committal attitude to India was only a case in point. In the same way, as he had always hankered after some heaven-revealed morality, so he led people to believe that there was some fixed political truth that no party in Parliament could ever discover.
Truth, in so far as it exists in sectarian politics, is relative to accepted values. It is true that the profound thinkers have discovered the same truths, but only because deep thought discards false values. Each party in the modern democratic state has discovered some manner of truth, based on the false values by which it appeals to the biassed for power. Mr. Baldwin was discovering that half-truth, based on a jumble of the false values, which is more commonly and correctly called a compromise* He was attempting to safeguard his intellectual position by finding an excuse for complete personal and political inaction. That was perhaps the achievement for fear of which retired colonels, with sound instincts and little reason, gave way to violent threats.
Mr. Baldwin admitted in regard to India and the Empire that he himself was powerless to forecast the future. He spoke as a man devoid of imagination and overwhelmed by the complexity of civilisation* He was prepared to move the rudder, but it was problematical whether the ship would answer to the helm.
"No man/' he said "can see to-day however far-seeing he may be, what may be the position of the Empire fifty years hence. It is no dead matter, it is organic and alivft in a constant process of evolution, a process which is being speeded up every day, and few could have foreseen